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Looking at additional strong clusters in the M62 corridor and Birmingham, both readily accessible through good 
transport links, the share could increase from 16% to 25% of the UK market (see Figure 11; over £9bn) and a 
£560m opportunity.
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Figure 11: Total Target Market Sectors by Regional Proportion within the UK 

The most likely competition would come from East Anglia as the sugar industry restructures to 
improve feedstock logistics. However, given the correct infrastructure, Wales can compete on 
cost based on our analysis. Other geographically accessible agricultural areas, such as the 
Cheshire plains, are committed to food production and there is probably insufficient capacity.  

Additional benefits accrue from a reverse in the decline in the agricultural sector in Wales and the 
creation of new jobs and diversification of production. Businesses will be attracted to Wales to 
exploit the ready availability of feedstock chemicals with strong environmental credentials and 
new opportunities will arise for haulage, infrastructure and logistics companies. Importantly the 
landscape of Wales would be unaffected thus maintaining current major industries such as 
tourism. 

In tackling some of the limitations and technology gaps identified in this report a greater co-
ordination of the expertise in Wales that currently exists is advisable. Investment in developing 
and maintaining a UK leadership position in the exploitation of sustainable biomass is vital. This 
would have the effect of reinforcing Wales’ science base and attract further chemists, 
bioscientists and engineers to the Principality’s universities, research institutes and high-tech 
companies.
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